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Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  my  Annual  Report  for  the 
year  1954. 

The  estimated  mid-year  population  is  23,680,  an  increase 
of  380  since  1953. 

CENSUS  1951. 

The  1951  Census  figures  for  the  County  of  Norfolk  are 
now  available  for  comment  and  it  is  possible  to  note  the 
alterations  in  the  size  and  distribution  of  the  population  in 
the  20  years  between  1931  and  1951. 

The  total  population  of  the  district  had  increased  by 
25.2%  compared  with  a 13.9%  increase  in  the  previous  decade. 
Of  this  25%,  11.7%  was  due  to  natural  increase  and  13.5%  to 
immigration.  This  compares  with  19.6%  for  all  the  Norfolk 
Rural  Districts  (8.7%  natural  increase  and  10.9%  immigra- 
tion increase). 

Ten  Parishes  showed  more  than  the  average  increase: 

Costessey  ...  ...  ...  over  100% 


Braconash  (Hethel  Camp)  ...  92% 

Ketteringham  (Ketteringham  Camp)  74% 

Stoke  Holy  Cross  ...  ...  73% 

Poringland  ...  ...  ...  43  % 

Cringleford  ...  ...  ...  40% 

Little  Melton  ...  ...  ...  34% 

Mulbarton  ...  ...  ...  33% 

Rockland  St.  Mary  ...  ...  32% 

Swainsthorpe  ...  ...  ...  28% 


It  will  be  seen  from  the  above  list  that,  apart  from 
Rockland  St.  Mary,  all  the  major  increases  have  occurred 
in  the  parishes  nearest  to  Norwich,  the  largest  being  in 
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Costessey  where  the  population  had  more  than  doubled  in 
the  20  years. 

The  more  distant  parishes,  particularly  the  very  small 
ones,  had  either  decreased  in  size  or  showed  less  than  the 
average  increase.  Hingham,  the  largest  distant  parish,  showed 
an  increase  of  only  8%. 

In  28  of  the  42  parishes  the  population  had  increased,  and 
in  14  it  had  decreased.  In  14  of  the  42  parishes  the  difference 
{+  or  — ) was  by  less  than  30;  persons. 

Approximately  38%  of  the  population  lived  in  the  4 
parishes  with  more  than  1,000  population,  namely  Hingham, 
Costessey,  Hethersett  and  Poringland  and  additional  data 
are  available  in  respect  of  these. 

The  following  Table  shows  the  percentage  of  the  total 
in  some  age  groups  in  the  4 parishes. 

Females  45-59  Total  percentage 


Under  15 

Females  15-44 

Males  45-64 

O. A. P.’s 

over  45  years  old 

Costessey 

26% 

23% 

19% 

12% 

31% 

(4,995) 

Hingham 

24% 

21% 

18% 

18% 

36% 

(1,439) 

Hethersett 

22% 

20% 

22% 

16% 

'38% 

(1,413) 

Poringland 

22% 

21% 

21% 

17% 

38% 

(1,057) 

All  R.D.s 

22% 

— 

— 

12% 

36.8% 

(O.A.P.  means  males  over  65  and  females  over  60) 

As  would  be  expected,  Costessey  was  the  “ youngest  ” 
place  with  many  less  that  the  average  number  of  persons 
over  45,  Hingham  was  about  average  in  this  respect,  although 
it  has  the  largest  percentage  of  old  age  pensioners,  while 
Hethersett  and  Poringland  were  slightly  older  than  average. 

An  interesting  and  pleasing  feature  of  Hingham!  was 
the  larger-than  average  % age  of  children  under  15. 
Costessey  had  also  the  average  number  of  persons  in  the 
15-44  age  group,  while  the  other  3 parishes  were  3%  under 
the  average  in  this  respect. 

To  sum  up,  the  district  has  grown  rapidly,  the  parishes 
nearest  to  Norwich  have  tended  to  increase  more  than  the 
distant  ones  and  the  hamlets  are  steadily  dying  out;  while 
the  concentration  of  Costessey  has  attracted  the  largest 
number  of  new  residents,  mainly  in  the  younger  age  groups. 
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WEATHER  CONDITIONS. 

The  year  began  with  mild  weather  but  this  was  quickly 
succeeded  by  severe  frost  and  snow  which  lasted  about 
three  weeks.  This  was  followed  by  fog  and  more  snow  in 
March. 

April  and  May  were  unusually  cold  and  lacking  in  sun- 
shine, while  June  was  very  wet  and  cloudy,  ending  with 
6 degrees  of  ground  frost  on  the  30th.  July  and  August  were 
very  wet,  cold  and  sunless,  and  the  only  warm  spells  during 
the  summer  were  short  ones  in  May,  and  one  at  the  beginning 
of  September  which  was  followed  by  a month  of  21  rainy 
days. 

The  autumn  was  milder  with  more  sunshine  but  still 
rather  wet,  and  the  best  month  for  the  season  of  the  year 
was  December. 

Altogether  the  weather  of  1954  was  such  that  neither 
farmers,  nor  holidaymakers,  nor  anyone  else,  would  ever 
wish  to  see  it  repeated. 


GENERAL. 

Area  (in  acres) 

Resident  population  mid-year  1954  (as  estimated 
by  Registrar  General)  ... 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (end  of  1954) 

Rateable  value  (end  of  1954) 

Sum  represented  by  penny  rate 


69,939 

23,680 
8,207 
£96,800 
£352  10s. 


VITAL  STATISTICS. 


LIVE  BIRTHS 

Forehoe  & 

England  & 

Forehoe  & 

Henstead 

Wale* 

Henstead 

Total 

Male 

Female 

(1954) 

(1954) 

(1953) 

Legitimate 

353 

191 

162 

Illegitimate 

12 

8 

4 

15.2 

15.36 

Total 

365 

199 

166 

15.41 

STILL  BIRTHS: 

Rate  per  1,000  Population — 

Legitimate 

6 

3 

3 

Illegitimate 

— 

— 

— 

Total 

6 

3 

3 

0.25 

0.26 

Crude 

Death  Rate 

per  1.000 

Populat'on — • 

DEATHS : 

322 

179 

143 

13.60 

11.3 

14.71 

Maternal  Mortality  : 


Infant  Mortality: 
Legitimate  1 1 

Illegitimate 

Total  1 1 


4 

4 


Rate  per  1,000  Live  Births — 

7 

7 30.13  25.5  22.32 

;1 


There  were  365  live  births  registered  during  the  year 
and  322  deaths  from  all  causes. 

This  gives  a birth  rate  of  15.41  and  a crude  death  rate 
of  13.6. 

Adjusted  for  age  and  sex  for  comparison  with  England 
and  Wales  and  the  other  districts,  the  birth  rate  becomes 
16.64  (England  and  Wales  15.2)  and  the  death  rate  11.02 
(England  and  Wales  11.3),  The  comparable  figures  for  1953 
were  16.59  and  11.92  respectively. 

This  year,  again,  more  than  the  average  number  of 
babies  were  born  but  fewer  than  the  average  total  deaths 
occurred,  in  spite  of  the  fact  that  deaths  registered  in  two 
chronic  sick  hospitals  continue  to  be  accredited  to  this 
district. 

There  were  1 1 deaths  of  infants  under  one,  3 more  than 
in  1953.  This  gives  an  infant  mortality  rate  of  30.13  com- 
pared with  25.5  for  England  and  Wales. 

All  but  one  of  the  infant  deaths  took  place  in  the  first 
month  of  life,  8 of  them  in  the  first  week  and  6 of  those  within 
an  hour  of  birth.  Only  one  infant  died  over  the  age  of  1 month 
and  that  was  due  to  a congenital  malformation  incompatible 
with  long  life. 

The  causes  of  these  1 1 deaths  could  be  termed  inevitable 
in  8 cases,  i.e.,  due  to  congenital  malformations  or  pre- 
maturity. Two  deaths  were,  possibly,  avoidable,  being  caused 
by  an  obstetrical  accident  and  a strangulated  hernia  res- 
pectively. Only  one  case  could  be  described  as  absolutely 
preventable  and  that  was  a baby  of  3 weeks  at  Hethel,  who 
died  of  acute  bronchiolitis. 

When  analysed  thus,  it  would  seem  that  the  higher 
infant  mortality  rate  of  1954  was  purely  fortuitiousi  and  could 
have  been  reduced  very  little  by  human  intervention  of  any 
kind. 

The  only  deaths  from  notifiable  infectious  disease  were 
one  death  from  poliomyelitis  and  two  from  pulmonary 
tuberculosis  (males  aged  45  and  37). 

The  commonest  causes  of  death  were  cancer  and  heart 
and  circulatory  diseases. 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Tuberculosis,  respiratory  ... 

2 

— 

2 

Tuberculosis,  other 

— 

— 

— 

Syphilitic  disease 

— 

— 

— 

Diphtheria 

— 

— 

— 

Whooping  cough 

— 

— 

— 

Meningococcal  infections  ... 

— 

— 

— 

Acute  poliomyelitis 

1 

— 

1 

Measles 

— 

— 

— 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 

— 

— 

— 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 

9 

6 

15 

Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus 

11 

— 

11 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 

— 

2 

2 

Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus 

— 

2 

2 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic 
neoplasms 

16 

12 

28 

Leukaemia,  Aleukaemia  ... 

- — - 

— 

— 

Diabetes 

1 

2 

o 

J 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

17 

21 

38 

Coronary  disease,  angina  ... 

20 

15 

35 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease  ... 

4 

1 

5 

Other  heart  diseases 

46 

40 

86 

Other  circulatory  diseases  ... 

16 

10 

26 

Influenza 

— 

— — 

— 

Pneumonia 

7 

4 

11 

Bronchitis 

5 

3 

8 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 

— 

— 

— 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

1 

1 

2 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

1 

— 

1 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis  ... 

3 

4 

7 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

3 

— 

3 

Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 

— 

— 

— 

Congenital  malformations  ... 

2 

1 

o 

J 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

7 

16 

23 

Motor  vehicle  accidents  ... 

2 

2 

4 

All  other  accidents 

5 

1 

6 

Suicide 

— - 

— 

— 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war 

— 

— 

— 

Totals  ...  179  143  322 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 


Disease 

0-2 

3-4 

5-9 

Ages 

10-14 

15-24 

25-44 

45-64 

65 

Total 

Scarlet  Fever 

— 

5 

17 

2 

3 

— 

— 

— 

27 

Whooping  Cough 

41 

27 

55 

4 

4 

3 

— 

— 

134 

Diphtheria 

Infective  Jaundice 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

— 

1 

— 

3 

— 

1 

— 

— 

5 

Measles 

61 

79 

201 

34 

10 

10 

1 

— 

396 

Pneumonia 

— 

- — - 

4 

1 

— 

3 

1 

6 

15 

Erysipelas 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

4 

9 

14 

Dysentery 

2 

2 

1 

2 

1 

4 

— 

— 

12 

Food  Poisoning 

3 

2 

1 

— 

— 

3 

— 

— 

9 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

n 

Li 

Cerebro  Spinal  Fever  ... 

— 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

1 

1 

Totals 

108 

116 

279 

46 

21 

25 

6 

15 

616 

There  were  616  cases  of  infectious  disease  notified 
during  the  year  compared  with  233  in  1953.  The  difference 
was  entirely  accounted  for  by  epidemics  of  measles  (396) 
and  whooping  cough  (134). 

Poliomyelitis. 

Unfortunately,  the  district  had  5 cases  of  poliomyelitis 
this  year  compared  with  only  one  very  mild  case  in  1953. 

The  first  case  which  occurred  at  Morley  College  at  the 
end  of  September  was  a girl  of  14.  who  had  a mild  non- 
paralytic attack  and  made  a complete  recovery.  No  contact 
could  be  traced  with  any  known  case.  Morley  College  was 
put  into  quarantine  for  three  weeks  and  fortunately  there 
were  no  further  cases. 

The  next  case  was  a boy  of  4 at  Costessey  who  took  ill 
in  the  first  week  of  October  with  a moderately  severe  paralytic 
attack.  He  was  left  with  a residual  paralysis  of  left  leg 
for  which  he  is  still  having  orthopaedic  treatment.  It  was 
impossible  to  establish  a direct  contact  with  any  known  case. 

The  third  case  was  a man  of  38  at  Stoke  Holy  Cross 
who  had  a short  fulminant  attack  which  ended  fatally  in  five 
days.  Again  no  source  of  infection  could  be  traced  and  no 
further  cases  occurred  amongst  his  contacts  or  near  neigh- 
bours. 

About  this  time  several  cases  had  been  reported  from 
a Norwich  Girls’  School  and  their  direct  contacts  were 
excluded.  One  of  these,  living  at  Poringland,  contracted  a 
moderately  severe  paralytic  attack  in  the  middle  of  November. 
The  diagnosis  was  made  so  late  that  she  was  nursed  at  home 
for  the  rest  of  her  illness.  Recovery  was  slow  but  she 
returned  to  school  with  some  residual  weakness  of  legs  and 
back. 


7 


The  fifth  case  was  a girl  of  13  at  Little  Melton  attend- 
ing another  Girls’  School  m Norwich  which  had  had  no 
previous  cases.  Upon  investigation,  it  was  found  that  an 
adult  relative  from  Norwich  had  stayed  in  her  house  while 
incubating  an  illness  which  was  retrospectively  diagnosed  as 
poliomyelitis.  In  spite  of  the  fact  that  the  case  attended 
school  for  some  days  after  what  might  have  been  the  onset 
of  her  disease,  no  further  cases  were  reported  from  her  school 
contacts.  She  had  a moderately  severe  paralytic  attack  from 
which  she  recovered  with  some  residual  weakness  which  it 
is  anticipated  will  eventually  clear  up. 

Apart  from  the  five  diagnosed  cases,  much  work  was 
done  in  following  up  contacts  of  cases  occurring  both  in 
the  city  and  in  schools  in  other  districts.  A private  school 
at  Hingham  was  closed  to  Walton  children,  following  a case 
among  the  scholars,  A large  preparatory  school  in  Central 
Norfolk  was  closed  because  of  two  cases  which  had  occurred 
there,  and  all  boys  sent  to  homes  in  this  district  were  kept 
under  observation  for  three  weeks. 

Close  co-operation  was  maintained  throughout  the 
outbreak  with  the  Medical  pfficers  of  the  City  and  other 
affected  districts,  and  this  proved  invaluable  in  keeping  the 
whole  situation  under  constant  review. 

The  lateness  of  the  outbreak  (no  cases  until  the  end  of 
September  and  the  maximum  incidence  in  November)  may 
have  been  affected  by  the  year's  weather.  The  sun  came  out 
for  the  first  time  during  the  autumn  and  if,  as  has  been 
suggested,  the  mildest  weeks  of  the  year  do  favour  the 
activity  of  the  virus,  then  the  history  of  the  disease  in  Norfolk 
in  1954  would  certainly  support  this  theory. 


Diphtheria. 

For  the  fourth  year  I am  happy  to  report  no  case  of 
diphtheria  in  the  district. 

The  high  level  of  immunisation  still  maintained  in  the 
child  population  is  responsible  for  this  happy  situation. 

It  is  essential,  however,  that  this  should  be  continued 
with  successive  generations  of  children  to  prevent  the 
recurrence  of  this  very  dangerous  disease. 


Sonne  Dysentery. 

There  were  12  cases  of  Sonne  Dysentery  notified  and 
many  of  them  were  direct  contacts  of  infection  in  Norwich, 
where  there  was  a widespread  increased  incidence. 
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Unfortunately,  in  some  instances  food  handlers  them- 
selves were  found  to  be  infected  and  this  greatly  increased 
the  number  of  people  at  risk.  In  most  cases,  symptoms 
ceased  rapidly  with  appropriate  treatment  though  it  was 
many  weeks  before  some  of  the  cases  ceased  to  excrete  the 
organisms.  The  child  patients  seemed  to  take  the  longest 
to  clear.  One  excreted  for  70'  days. 


Food  Poisoning. 

There  were  9 cases  of  food  poisoning  notified,  6 children 
and  3 adults,  affecting  6 households.  The  organism  was 
identified  as  salmonella  typhimurium  in  4 patients,  salmonella 
corvallis  in  one  and  assumed  to  be  staphylococcal  in  origin 
in  a further  2 cases.  In  2 cases,  the  causal  organism  was 
never  identified.  In  the  course  of  investigations  5 contact 
carriers  were  discovered  in  2 households  all  excreting 
salmonella  typhimurium.  The  adults  were  soon  cleared 
of  infection  but  some  of  the  young  children  continued  to  be 
convalescent  carriers  for  many  weeks. 

In  no  case  was  the  illness  severe  or  lengthy  and  all 
patients  made  complete  recoveries. 

The  source  of  the  infection  was  not  established  in  any 
case,  but  pork  cheese  contaminated  by  a butcher’s  septic 
finger  was  suspected  in  the  2 staphylococcal  cases,  and  one 
child  with  typhimurium  lived  on  a duck  farm. 

General  Sickness. 

The  figures  for  the  weekly  returns  of  new  sickness  claims 
to  the  offices  of  the  Ministry  of  National  Insurance  continue 
to  be  supplied  each  week.  They  are  useful  in  indicating 
the  beginning  of  an  epidemic,  as  a steep  rise  among  the 
working  population  usually  indicates  a widespread  infectious 
disease. 

In  1954,  the  figures  doubled  in  the  first  week  in  January, 
rose  further  until  the  middle  of  February  and  then  fell 
fairly  steeply  to  average  proportions  by  April. 

There  was  a small  epidemic  of  influenza  and  allied 
diseases  but  all  cases  investigated  locally  proved  to  be  due 
to  the  milder  Virus  B,  and  none  were  found  to  be  Virus  A, 
which  causes  a much  more  severe  type  of  illness. 


School  Closures. 

Only  one  school.  Little  Melton,  was  closed  during  the 
year  and  this  was  in  January  for  a heavy  incidence  of  coughs 
and  colds. 
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TUBERCULOSIS. 

The  following  Table  gives  the  ages  and  sex  incidence 
during  the  year : 


NEW  CASES 

DEATHS 

Ages 

Non- 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

0—  1 

1—  5 

5 15 

1 5—25 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

— 



E 

25—35 

2 

3 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

35—45 

3 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

45—55 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

55  65 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Over  65 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Total 

8 

6 

1 

4 

2 

— 

— 

Cases  on  Register  at  31st  December,  1954. 


Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

Total 

1953 

1954 

1953 

1954 

1953 

1954 

Male 

61 

62 

19 

20 

80 

82 

Female 

35 

42 

13 

17 

48 

59 

96 

104 

32 

37 

128 

141 

There  were  141  cases  on  die  Register  at  the  end  of 
1954,  compared  with  128  in  1953.  14  new  pulmonary  and 

5 non-pulmonary  cases  were  notified  during  the  year. 

Of  the  new  pulmonary  cases,  5 of  the  6 females — but 
only  4 out  of  8 males  were  under  35.  The  cases  of  non- 
pulmonary  type  were  2 children  and  3 adult  females.  All 
the  adults  and  1 child  suffered  from  infected  neck  glands, 
and  1 child  an  abscess  of  the  leg. 

There  were  only  2 deaths  from  pulmonary  tuberculosis, 
both  males  aged  37  and  45  respectively. 

Incidence. 


Area 

Pulmonary 

Rate 

Non-Pulmonary 

Rate 

County  of  Norfolk 

167 

0.44 

46 

0.12 

Forehoe  & Henstead 

14 

0.60 

5 

0.21 
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Mortality. 

County  of  Norfolk  34  0.09  7 0.018 

Forehoe  & Henstead  2 0.085 

England  & Wales  — 0.16  — 0.019 

The  incidence  will  be  seen  to  be  above  the  rate  for  the 
County,  but  the  mortality  rate  to  be  below  both  that  for  the 
County  and  England  and  Wales. 

Diagnosis. 

The  Mass  Miniature  Radiography  Unit  was  not 
operating  in  Norwich,  or  in  the  rural  district,  during  the  year, 
but  general  practitioners  continued  to  send  large  numbers  of 
patients  suspected  of  suffering  from  tuberculosis  to  the  Nor- 
wich Chest  Clinic  for  examination  and  diagnosis. 

Treatment. 


Admission  to  Sanatoria  and  Hospitals:  — 


Male 

Female 

Total 

1952 

12 

10 

22 

1953 

16 

9 

25 

1954 

11 

11 

22 

Prevention. 

B.C.G.  Vaccination 

for  the  County  of  Norfolk : — 

1954  1953  1952  1951 

1950 

Conta  cts  of  known 

cases : 0 — 4 years 

143  53 

84 



Contacts  of  known 

cases:  5 — 15  years 

109  317* 

56 

— 

Contacts  of  known 

cases:  over  16  years 

77  34 

11 

— 

School  leavers 

190 

291 

— 

Other  negative  re- 

actors  ... 



35 

— 

Total 

519  404 

477  314 

99 

* Includes  school  leavers. 


As  in  previous  years  all  contacts  of  known  cases  of 
tuberculosis  were  tuberculin  tested  and  negative  reactors 
offered  8.C.G.  Vaccination,  which  was  accepted  in  the  great 
majority  of  cases. 

In  addition,  for  the  first  time,  this  procedure  was 
offered  to  school  leavers  at  C'ostessey  Modern  Secondary 
School. 
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The  following  table  gives  a summary  of  the  result:  — 

Vaccinated 

*No.  eligible  Accepted  Positive  Negative  B.C.G. 

C'ostessey  Modern 

Secondary  School  93  68(64)  10  54  54 

Percentage  ...  — 72.9%  15.6% 

*(No.  eligible  means  all  pupils  in  their  14th  year  in 
attendance  minus  those  who  had  already  been  tested 
and  treated  as  contacts  of  cases.) 

(Figure  in  brackets  means  actual  number  present  and 
tested.) 

Comment 

Considering  that  this  was  the  first  time  parents  had  been 
invited  to  co-operate  in  this  scheme,  I feel  that  a 72.9% 
acceptance  rate  was  very  encouraging.  Next  year  we  hope  to 
have  nearer  to  100%  acceptors. 

The  percentage  positive  (15.62%)  was  lower  than  was 
anticipated  and  suggests  that  the  number  of  infectious  cases 
in  the  population  may  be  decreasing  although  it  is  impossible 
to  assess  how  many  of  these  became  positive  through  drink- 
ing infected  milk  in  their  earlier  years.  With  compulsory 
pasteurisation  and  better  and  earlier  case-finding,  the  per- 
centage found  positive  at  13  plus  should  gradually  decrease. 

It  is  to  be  hoped  that  it  will  not  be  long  before  all  13  plus 
pupils  will  have  the  advantage  of  this  excellent  scheme. 

FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1938-1948. 

MILK  AND  DAIRIES  REGULATIONS,  1949. 

Notifications  were  received  in  respect  of  6 herds  produ- 
cing infected  milk.  Three  were  positive  to  brucella  abortus 
and  3 to  tuberculosis. 

.Restriction  Notices  requiring  compulsory  pasteurisation 
were  served  on  all  3 tuberculous  herds  and  on  2 of  the  3 
infected  with  brucella  abortus.  In  the  3rd  case,  all  the  milk 
was  already  being  treated  and  none  was  being  retailed  raw. 

Brucella  Abortus. 

In  two  of  these  herds  the  infected  animal,  or  animals, 
were  not  identified,  and  in  the  third,  one  cow  was  found  to  be 
excreting  brucella  and  was  placed  under  restrictions 
indefinitely. 

Tuberculosis. 

In  one  herd,  no  infected  cow  was  found  but  one  had  been 
sold  for  slaughter  after  the  infected  sample  was  taken  and  it 


was  presumed  to  be  the  cause,  as  a further  bulk  sample 
proved  negative  to  tuberculosis. 

In  the  second  herd,  an  infected  cow  was  found  and 
slaughtered. 

In  the  third  case,  no  less  than  4 infected  cows  were  found 
and  slaughtered.  Since  1951,  this  particular  herd  has  been 
found  to  be  infected  3 times  and  in  all  7 infected  animals 
have  been  slaughtered.  Fortunately,  the  anticipated  extension 
of  the  compulsory  Pasteurisation  Order  to  this  district  will 
ensure  that  milk  from  herds  like  this  is  at  least  rendered  safe 
before  being  sold  for  human  consumption. 

If  other  Countries  can  eradicate  tuberculosis  from  their 
cattle,  why  cannot  Britain? 

ANTHRAX  ORDER,  1928. 

Only  one  notification  was  received  under  the  Anthrax 
Order,  1928,  and  this  concerned  a large  white  gilt  found  dead. 

The  disease  was  confirmed  by  the  Veterinary  Inspector, 
the  carcase  was  burned  and  the  premises  disinfected. 


HOUSING. 

Waiting  List. 

No.  of  Applicants  at  31.12.53  ...  ...  629 

No.  of  applicants  at  31.12.54  ...  ...  584 

Analysis  of  Waiting  List. 

Small  Unit  Families  ...  ...  ...  481 

Large  Unit  Families  ...  ...  ...  103 


(Small  Unit  families  are  those  suitable  for  one  or  two- 
bedroomed  bungalows  and  consist  largely  of  married  couples 
with  one  child  or  two  children  of  the  same  sex.  Large  Unit 
families  mainly  represent  those  with  more  than  two  children, 
or  two  children  over  eight  years  of  age  of  opposite  sex.) 


Agricultural  Workers  ...  ...  ...  89 

Others  ...  ...  ...  ...  495 

Local  Authority  Houses — 

Position  at  3 1st  December,  1954: 

Pre-war  ...  ...  ...  ...  844 

Post-war  ...  ...  ...  ...  784 

Total  1 628 

Houses  erected  during  1954 — 

Council  houses  ...  ...  ...  52 

Private  building  ...  ...  ...  172 

Total  224 
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Ex-Government  Camps — 

No.  of  families  occupying  camps : 

At  31st  December,  1953  ...  ...  181 

At  31st  December,  1954  ...  ...  172 

Total  number  of  huts  converted  into 
dwellings  at  31st  December,  1954  ...  172 

Total  number  of  applicants  housed  in 
camps  from  waiting  list  during  1954  ...  38 

Requisitioned  property — 

Number  of  families  occupying  requi- 
sitioned property  at  31st  December,  1954 

There  has  been  a reduction  of  only  45  on  the  waiting  list 
although  the  Council  built  52  new  houses  during  the  year 
and  172  private  dwellings  were  completed  in  the  same  period. 

There  was  a slight  reduction  (9)  in  the  number  of 
families  in  hutments,  all  of  whom  are  included  in  the  number 
on  the  waiting  list  for  permanent  dwellings.  It  would  seem 
that  the  great  increase  in  private  building  has  not  affected 
the  numbers  who  wish  to  be  housed  by  the  Council.  It  was 
anticipated  that  easier  mortgage  terms  would  have  induced  a 
larger  number  of  families  to  embark  on  house  ownership. 
Already  22%  of  families  are  Council  tenants;  that  is  almost 
one  in  every  four  and  it  is  questionable  whether  this  pro- 
portion should  be  allowed  to  increase  any  further. 


Housing  Act,  1949,  Section  20 — Improvement  Grants. 

The  new  legislation  offers  great  inducement  to  the 
owner /occupier  to  bring  a sound  house  without  modern 
amenities  up  to  a reasonable  standard.  27  such  cases  received 
grants  of  varying  amounts  during  the  year,  and  75%  of  these 
were  to  improve  modern  dwellings  built  near  the  end  of  the 
era  of  inadequate  plumbing. 

It  is  odd  to  think  today  that  a bathroom,  W.C.  and  sink 
drainage  for  every  house  would  have  been  considered  a 
fantastic  idea  up  to  the  beginning  of  World  War  II.  Much  of 
the  building  between  the  wars  consisted  of  dwellings  without 
what  are  considered  necessities,  and  this  is  the  type  of 
property  which  is  eminently  suitable  for  improvement  grants. 

The  older  property  in  need  of  repair  as  well  as  improve- 
ment is  often  a very  good  proposition  if  the  environment, 
siting  and  design  are  satisfactory.  The  result  is  a sound 
house  with  all  conveniences  at  considerably  less  cost  than 
would  be  entailed  in  building  a new  one. 
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Pre-War  Council  Houses. 

During  the  year  under  review  a comprehensive  scheme 
for  bringing  the  pre-war  Council  houses  up  to  modern 
standards  was  approved.  This  scheme  laid  down  the 
priority  to  be  given  to  each  type  of  improvement,  and  to  each 
particular  group  of  houses. 

That  part  of  the  scheme  providing  for  the  installation  of 
electricity  and  power  points  was  approved  in  principle  by 
the  Ministry  and  a start  has  been  made  on  the  work. 

Of  the  other  improvement  (installation  of  piped  water* 
drainage,  baths,  etc.)  only  a limited  amount  of  work  was 
started,  but  preparations  were  being  made  for  further  work 
to  be  started  in  1955.  Unfortunately  many  of  the  more 
important  improvements  must  be  delayed  until  main  sewers 
are  available,  but  I would  like  to  stress,  once  again,  the 
desirability  of  all  Council  houses  being  brought  up  to  modern 
standards  as  soon  as  possible. 


Housing  Survey. 

Out  of  the  442  dwellings  surveyed,  10%  were  found  to 
be  only  fit  for  demolition.  It  must,  however,  be  realised  that 
the  parishes  dealt  with  contain  a large  amount  of  newly-built 
or  modern  property,  not  included  in  the  survey,  which  can 
be  assumed  to  fall  into  Category  I (fit  in  all  respects). 

Slum  Clearance. 

Condemned  Property — 

No.  of  houses  still  standing  ...  ...  102 

No.  occupied  ...  ...  ...  49 

No.  of  dwellings  subject  to  Under- 
takings ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

No.  do.  occupied  ...  ...  ...  1 

No,  of  dwellings  demolished  ...  ...  3 

In  addition  to  the  lower  Grade  houses  which  will  be 
categorised  during  the  Housing  Survey,  the  above  Table 
shows  the  amount  of  property  already  condemned  and  the 
position  in  regard  to  its  occupation. 

This  problem  has  not  yet  been  tackled  comprehensively 
and  now,  10  years  after  the  end  of  the  War,  it  is  essential  that 
an  early  start  be  made. 

High  priority  will  have  to  be  given  to  occupants  of 
condemned  property  in  the  allocation  of  Council  Houses.  An 
early  completion  of  the  housing  survey  would  enable  the 
Council  to  press  for  a more  generous  allocation  of  houses 
to  the  District. 
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Consideration  might  be  given  to  the  purchase  of  some  of 
the  sound  but  old-fashioned  property  with  a view  to  major 
reconditioning.  This  might  well  prove  more  economical  than 
complete  replacement  by  new  Council  Houses. 

It  is  hoped  that  by  the  time  my  next  Annual  .Report  is 
published,  real  progress  will  have  been  made  towards 
solving  this  pressing  problem. 


WATER  SUPPLY. 

District  Scheme. 

Mainlaying  was  completed  in  Area  No.  5,  comprising 
Shotesham  and  Saxlingham  during  the  year,  and  connections 
to  169  properties  in  the  Area  were  made. 

All  mains  were  also  laid  in  Area  No.  1,  comprising 
Marlingford,  Colton,  Barford  and  Wramplingham,  and  con- 
nections were  made  to  a total  of  204  properties. 

Hingham. 

The  existing  boosting  equipment  at  High  Oak  Water- 
works, Wicklewood,  proved  inadequate  to  deal  with  the 
rising  demand  for  water.  The  Council’s  Consulting 
Engineers  are  preparing  a scheme  for  laying  a new  main 
from  the  waterworks  to  Hingham  via  Deopham  and  Morley, 
which  will  afford  supplies  in  these  parishes  also.  In  order 
to  cope  with  the  demand  pending  the  completion  of  this 
main,  new  pumping  equipment  of  improved  capacity  was  in- 
stalled at  the  waterworks  to  supply  the  Hingham  main. 

Kimberley. 

The  mains  were  laid  during  the  year  in  the  village  and 
the  pumphouse  was  erected.  Work  is  in  progress  on  installa- 
tion of  the  pumping  machinery  and  filtration  plant. 


SEWERAGE. 

Costessey. 

A scheme  for  laying  sewers  in  the  whole  of  Old 
Costesssey  and  New  Costessey  not  already  served,  and  for 
extending  the  sewage  disposal  works,  has  been  submitted  to 
the  Minister. 

Poringland. 

The  sewerage  scheme  has  been  submitted  to  the 
Minister. 
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Hethersett. 

Difficulties  arose  about  the  acquisition  of  land  for  a 
sewage  disposal  works  at  Hethersett,  and  these  have  delayed 
the  submission  to  the  Minister  of  the  Hethersett  Sewerage 
Scheme. 


Hinghani. 

The  work  of  connecting  house  drains  to  the  new  sewers 
was  completed  during  the  year.  A total  of  304  houses  were 
connected.  In  addition,  the  earth  closets  of  the  66  Council 
Houses  were  converted  to  water  closets,  and  the  Consulting 
Engineers  are  preparing  a scheme  for  conversion  by  the 
Council,  under  Section  47  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  of 
all  private  earth  closets  in  the  town  to  water  closets.  A 
further  application  was  made  to  the  Minister  for  permission 
to  construct  the  Deopham  Road  pumping  area  sewers.  The 
Minister,  however,  declined  to  give  permission. 


SOCIAL  HEALTH. 


Old  People’s  Clubs. 


The  following  is  a comprehensive  list  of  the  9 ,01d 
People’s  Clubs  being  carried  on  in  the  district  during  1954, 
with  times  and  places  of  meeting:  — 


Parish. 

New  Costessey 

Old  Costessey 

Deopham 

Hethersett 

Hingham 

Poringland 

Saxlingham 

Trowse 

Wicklewood 


Meeting  Place. 

Scouts  Hut 
Parish  Room 
Church  Room 
Village  Hall 
Lincoln  Hall 
Village  Hall 
Village  Hall 
Church  Room 
Village  Hall 


Day  and  Time  of  Meeting. 


Thursdays 

Thursdays 

Tuesdays 

Wednesdays 

Thursdays 

Thursdays 

Thursdays 

Thursdays 

Wednesdays 


2.30  to  4.30  p.m. 
2.30  to  4.30  p.m. 
2.15  to  4.30  p.m. 
2.30  to  5 p.m. 
2.30  to  4.30  p.m. 
2.30  to  4.30  p.m. 
2.30  to  4.30  p.m. 
2.30  to  4.30  p.m. 
2.30  to  4.30  p.m. 


There  were  no  new  Clubs  started  during  1954,  but  the 
existing  9 continued  to  flourish  and  provide  a happy,  cheerful 
meeting  place  for  the  older  members  of  the  Community. 

There  were  signs  that  new  Clubs  might  be  started  in 
1955  in  Marlingford  and  Easton,  and  preliminary  enquiries 
have  been  made  at  Wreningham  and  Rockland  St.  Mary. 
Both  the  latter  villages  have  a large  number  of  elderly 
parishioners  who  would  doubtless  support  and  welcome 
•clubs. 

When  there  is  a Club  in  every  sizeable  parish,  there 
will  still  be  villages  too  small  to  support  one  and  old  people 
in  isolated  dwellings  who  have  difficulty  in  getting  to  them. 
I am  sure  that  many  of  these  would  welcome  an  occasional 
visit  to  the  nearest  Club  if  kindly  local  residents  would 
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provide  transport.  Possibly  some  grouping  of  the  smaller 
places  round  the  existing  Clubs  could  be  worked  out  as  the 
next  move  in  this  excellent  social  service. 


COUNTY  SERVICES, 

Infant  Welfare  Service. 

The  County  Council  provide  Infant  Welfare  Centres  and 
since  the  transfer  to  them  of  the  functions  of  the  Ministry 
of  Food  for  the  distribution  of  National  Welfare  Foods,  have 
taken  over  existing,  and  established  new,  distribution  points 
throughout  the  district. 


The  following  Table  gives  an  up-to-date  list  of  Welfare 
Centres  with  times  and  places:  — 


When  held. 


Centre. 

Where  held. 

(Day  of  Month). 

Barnham  Broom 

Village  Hall 

First  Thursday 

2—4 

p.m. 

Costessey 

Parish  Hall 

Second  and  last 
Tuesday 

2—4 

p.m. 

Cringleford 

Maycrete  Hall 

Last  Thursday 

2—4 

p.m. 

Easton 

Church  Rooms 

Third  Monday 

2—4 

p.m. 

Hethel 

The  School 

Second  Thursday 

2—4 

p.m. 

Hethersett 

Methodist  School 
Room 

Third  Tuesday 

2—4 

p.m. 

Hingham 

Lincoln  Hall 

Second  Wednesday 

2—4 

p.m. 

Kirby  Bedon 

Parish  Room 

Second  Monday 

2—4 

p.m. 

Morley 

Village  Hall 

Third  Tuesday 

2—4 

p.m. 

Mulbarton 

Wingfield  Hall 

First  Wednesday 

2—4 

p.m. 

Poringland 

Parish  Hall 

First  Tuesday 

2—4 

p.m. 

Rockland  St.  Mary  Margaret  Mack 

Hall 

Last  Monday 

2—4 

p.m. 

Saxlingham 

Village  Hall 

Second  Monday 

2—4 

p.m. 

Shotesham 

Trinity  Hall 

Second  Wednesday 

2—4 

p.m. 

Stoke  Holy  Cross 

Village  Hall 

Third  Tuesday 

2—4 

p.m. 

By  the  end 

of  the  year,  on 

i grounds  of  economy  there 

were  suggested 

cuts  in  the  number  of  centres 

having 

the 

regular  attendance  of  a Medical  Officer  and  Health  Visitor. 
This  curtailment  is  to  be  on  the  basis  of  numbers  attending 
the  centre,  irrespective  of  location  or  the  scattered  nature 
of  community  served,  or,  as  in  the  case  of  1954,  the  weather. 
The  net  result  will  be  that  suburban  mothers,  already  well- 
served  in  all  other  ways  will  have  full  infant  welfare  facilities 
readily  available  while  the  more  distant  or  isolated  places, 
such  as  Hingham,  will  have  their  services  reduced  on  grounds 
of  numbers  alone.  Actually,  in  practice,  the  more  isolated 
the  mother  and  baby,  the  more  necessary  is  it  to  make  full 
infant  welfare  services  available  to  her.  It  is  hoped  that 
the  County  Council  will  reconsider  this  matter  in  the 
interests  of  the  youngest  members  of  a really  rural  district 
such  as  this. 
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General  Welfare  Service. 

Headquarters : — 

Local  Health  Office, 

Area  No.  4, 

Aspland  Road, 

Norwich. 

General  welfare  services  continue  to  be  provided  by  the 
Welfare  Officers  serving  the  district.  The  public  continue 
to  make  extensive  use  of  these  Officers. 

General  Survey. 

The  health  of  the  district  has  been  good  during  the  year 
and  in  spite  of  really  bad  weather  there  has  been  no  serious 
major  epidemic. 

The  higher  infant  mortality  rate  has  been  due  to  un- 
avoidable causes  and  with  only  2 deaths  from  tuberculosis 
a record  is  created  for  the  district. 

The  replacement  or  improvement  of  the  large  amount  of 
unsound  and  old  fashioned  property  is  the  most  urgent  need 
of  this  community. 

Conclusion. 

In  conclusion,  I should  like  to  thank  the  Chairman  and 
Members  of  the  Public  Health  Committee  for  their  help  and 
encouragement  and  the  staff  for  their  continued  co-operation. 

I have  the  honour  to  be, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

IRENE  B.  M.  GREEN,  m.d.,  b.s.,  d.p.h. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health . 
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Senior  Sanitary  Inspector’s  Report 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  my  Annual  Report  for  the 
year  1954. 

The  Public  Health  Department  continued  to  be  res- 
ponsible for  duties  in  connection  with  building  bye-laws, 
town  and  country  planning,  licensing,  petroleum  and  improve- 
ment grant  schemes,  in  addition  to  the  normal  work  of  a 
Public  Health  Department,  including  meat  and  food  inspec- 
tions. There  were  no  major  staff  changes  during  the  year. 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 

Inspections  : During  the  year  the  following  main 
inspections  were  made  in  addition  to  dealing  with  the 
numerous  day-to-day  office  enquiries  and  other  internal 
work : 


Housing  Acts  ...  ...  ...  103 

Public  Health  Acts  ...  ...  ...  143 

Infectious  disease  ...  ...  ...  350 

Fumigations  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 

Disinfestations  ...  ...  ...  4 

Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949  8 

Moveable  dwellings  ...  ...  ...  40 

Water  supplies  ...  ...  ...  172 

Slaughterhouse  and  Knacker’s  Yard  ...  33 

Meat  and  Other  Foods  ...  ...  1095 

Ice  Cream  Premises  ...  ...  ...  1 

Dairies  and  Cowsheds  ...  ...  ...  25 

Drainage  and  Sewerage  ....  ...  10 

Refuse  and  Night  Soil  Collection  ...  180 

Cesspool  Emptying  ...  ...  ...  97 

Housing  Act,  1949 — Improvement  Grants  209 
Building  Bye-laws  and  Town  and  Country 

Planning  Acts  ...  ...  ...  1026 

Petroleum  ...  ...  •••  •••  13 

Miscellaneous  ...  ...  •••  26 


Total  ...  3549 
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WATER  SUPPLY. 


In  addition  to  the  information  given  in  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health’s  report  under  this  section,  I would  add 
that  by  the  end  of  the  year  31  Parishes  of  the  district’s  total 
of  42,  had  a piped  water  supply  available  to  the  majority  of 
the  cottages. 


The  percentage  of  properties  still  not  connected  to  the 
mains  supply  varies  from  parish  to  parish  but,  taking  the 
District  as  a whole,  over  50%  of  the  inhabited  dwellings  are 
now  receiving  a piped  supply.  Hence  the  general  source  of 
water  supply  in  the  District  must  now  be  stated  as  being 
supplied  from  mains,  the  source  of  which  is  derived  either 
from  Norwich  Corporation  or  deep  bore  holes  owned  and 
controlled  by  the  Wymondham  U.D.C'.  or  the  District 
Council.  The  supplies  are  regularly  sampled  and  no  pollu- 
tion has  been  detected  and  the  water  is  not  likely  to  exert 
plumbo  solvent  action. 

Whenever  complaint  is  received  or  a doubt  arises  as  to 
the  purity  of  private  supplies,  samples  are  taken  for  analysis 
either  by  the  Public  Analyst  or  the  Public  Health  Laboratory 


ice.  During  the  year  the  following  samples 

were 

taken : 

Combined  Chemical  and 

Fit 

Doubtful 

Unfit 

Total 

Bacteriological 

10 

2 

19 

31 

Bacteriological  only  ... 

6 

1 

4 

11 

Chemical  only 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Fluoride  estimation  ... 

— 

— ■ 

— 

3 

16 

3 

23 

45 

SEWERAGE. 

Whilst  good  progress  was  made  during  the  year  with 
the  connecting  of  private  drains  to  the  newly-laid  sewers  at 
Hingham  and  a start  made  for  the  conversion  of  pail  closets 
to  water  closets,  it  is  unfortunate  that  prolonged  delays  due. 
in  the  main,  to  difficulties  regarding  the  acquisition  of  sites 
and  also  negotiations  with  neighbouring  Authorites,  have 
resulted  in  very  little  progress  towards  the  schemes  for 
Hethersett  and  Poringland.  I am  afraid  that,  unless  the 
Council  can  hasten  these  schemes,  serious  difficulties  are 
bound  to  arise  within  the  next  year  or  two  in  connection 
with  drainage  disposal,  as  more  and  more  new  dwellings  are 
built  and  old  properties  connected  to  mains  water. 

The  final  stage  for  Costessey  is  awaiting  Ministry 
approval  and,  when  complete,  will  not  only  ease  the  burden 
of  constant  cesspool  emptying  for  many  small  property 
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owners  but  will  overcome  the  public  health  nuisances,  which 
are  unavoidable  in  certain  “ black  spots,”  and  will  also  be 
a relief  to  the  Cesspool  Emptying  Services,  especially  during 
the  peak  periods. 

It  appears  that  owing  to  the  delay  with  the  main  Parish 
Schemes,  no  progress  is  possible  towards  the  part  village 
scheme  at  Saxlingham  to  abate  that  “ hardy  annual  ” nuisance 
arising  from  the  Saxlingham  Watercourse.  The  same  remarks 
would  appear  to  apply  to  other  villages  or  parts  of  villages 
which  are  moving  towards  the  stage  when  sewerage  schemes 
must  be  considered. 

The  refusal  of  the  Ministry  to  allow  the  Hall  Moor — 
Deopham  Road,  section  of  the  Hingham  scheme  to  be  carried 
out  means  that  the  clearing  out  of  sections  of  the  old  sewer 
ditches  must  continue. 

Although  the  nuisance  still  existed,  no  expenditure  was 
incurred  in  connection  with  clearing  out  the  Saxlingham 
Watercourse,  but  work  was  necessary  at  Hethersett  to  unblock 
and  clean  out  sections  of  the  Gann’s  Lane  drain. 

From  information  given  by  the  Engineer,  there  appears 
to  have  been  no  serious  breakdown  in  the  functioning  of 
Council-controlled  sewerage  schemes  and  disposal  works. 


NIGHT  SOIL  COLLECTION. 

The  scheme  which  covers  the  whole  or  parts  of  the 
following  parishes  has  continued  to  function  satisfactorily : 

Costessey,  Hethersett,  Hingham.  Cringleford. 

Mulbarton,  Poringland,  Trowse  Newton  and 

Bixley. 

Collection  is  carried  out  at  night  by  means  of  one 
Cesspool  Emptier  with  night  soil  adaption,  operated  by  two 
men  and  disposal  by  controlled  tipping  for  manurial  puposes, 
which  at  times  is  found  difficult  owing  to  the  lack  of  suit- 
able sites. 


CESSPOOL  EMPTYING. 

The  service  covers  both  privately  owned  and  Council 
owned  properties  and  3 vehicles  are  available  for  the  purpose. 
The  charges  continued  on  the  same  basis  as  in  the  previous 
year,  namely,  £1  per  visit  (up  to  2 loads)  for  the  private 
properties,  and  a similar  amount  per  load  charged  to  the 
Housing  Account  for  Council  owned  dwellings.  The  follow- 
ing are  details  of  the  work  carried  out  during  the  year : 

?? 


1.  Total  number  of  visits 

1634 

(a)  Private 

869 

(b)  Council 

630 

(c)  Outside  District 

135 

2.  Total  number  of  loads 

4092 

(a)  Private 

1481 

(b)  Council 

2484 

(c)  Outside  District 

127 

REFUSE  COLLECTION. 

This  service  continued  during  the  year  on  similar  lines 
to  previous  years,  bieng  carried  out  by  3 rear-loading  moving- 
floor  vehicles,  and  1 barrier  type  rear-loading  vehicle  mainly 
used  as  relief  and  for  special  collections.  Disposal  was  at 
four  points  in  the  area,  Ketteringham,  Hackford,  C'ostessey 
and  Poringland.  The  two  former  sites  being  owned  by  the 
Council  and  the  latter  two  provided  by  private  owners  and 
used  free  of  cost.  As  far  as  is  possible,  the  controlled  method 
of  tipping  is  carried  out.  No  special  charges  are  made  for 
collection  except  in  cases  where  a special  visit  is  made  out- 
side the  normal  routes.  The  collections  were  intended  to  be 
on  a weekly  basis  for  the  larger  villages  and  fortnightly  for 
the  remainder  of  the  district,  but  it  was  not  possible,  owing 
to  the  continued  increase  in  the  number  of  properties,  as 
compared  with  the  number  of  vehicles  and  personnel 
employed,  to  keep  to  this  rota  and  frequently  the  collections 
could  only  be  carried  out  at  longer  intervals. 

The  public  demand  is  undoubtedly  for  more  frequent 
collection  over  the  whole  district,  although  in  isolated  places 
where  no  collection  is  at  present  possible,  a collection  at 
monthly  or  even  two  monthly  intervals  would  be  greatly 
appreciated.  The  only  answer  to  cover  both  these  points  is 
additional  vehicles  and  personnel,  a matter  of  £ s.  d.  which 
in  the  average  Rural  District  can  make  the  extension  of  public 
health  services  impossible. 

The  following  is  a summary  of  the  year’s  work: 

Total  number  of  inhabited  dwellings  in 


the  district  ...  ...  ...  8207 

Number  of  dwellings  served  ...  ...  7843 

Number  of  loads  collected  ...  ...  1040 

Approximate  tonnage  ...  ...  3640 
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SALVAGE. 


As  can  be  seen  from  the  following  Table,  the  total  value 
of  salvage  sold  during  the  year  was  less  than  one-third  of 
that  sold  during  1952. 


Tons 

Cwts. 

Qrs.  Lbs. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

Mixed  Paper  and  Cardboard 

19 

18 

0 0 

135 

14 

9 

Mixed  Rags 

2 

15 

1 14 

66 

9 

11 

Wool  ... 

2 

2 2 

3 

5 

3 

Aluminium 

3 

0 21 

6 

8 

1 

Mixed  Iron 

2 

16 

0 0 

13 

6 

3 

Total 

25 

15 

0 9 

£225 

4 

3 

HOUSING. 

The  main  item  of  interest  which  took  place  during  the 
year  was  the  commencement  of  a Survey  to  provide  informa- 
tion and  details  for  the  future  housing  policy  and  programme 
of  the  Council  in  connection  with  slum  clearance  and  re- 
housing, re-conditioning,  repair  and  possible  acquisition  by 
the  Council  of  certain  properties. 

The  Survey  was  started  in  July,  after  the  temporary 
appointment  of  an  additional  Officer  in  the  Public  Health 
Department.  It  progressed  at  a rather  slow  rate  as  the  Officer 
concerned  was  also  responsible  for  all  internal  records. 

By  the  end  of  the  year  442  properties  had  been  surveyed 
and  recorded,  and  for  the  time  being  have  been  categorised 
under  4 headings  as  follows : 

1 . Dwellings  fit  or  with  minor  defects  only  . . . 240 

2.  Dwellings  in  need  of  repair  or  alteration  ...  82 

3.  Dwellings  suitable  for  reconditioning  ...  76 

4.  Demolition  ...  ...  ...  ...  44 

At  this  stage  it  is  early  to  draw  conclusions  which  could 
apply  to  the  whole  district,  and  until  more  rural  parishes 
have  been  surveyed  the  final  percentage  of  dwellings  for 
demolition  cannot  be  assessed. 

In  view  of  this  it  will  be  appreciated  that,  in  the  absence 
of  a defined  policy  for  slum  clearance,  very  little  action  has 
been  taken  during  the  year  in  connection  with  the  clearance 
of  properties  alread}  condemned,  or  the  making  of  new 
Demolition  Orders.  As  can  be  seen  from  the  details  given 
in  the  report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  before  any 
large  scale  new  slum  clearance  programme  is  put  into  opera- 
tion, definite  action  must  be  taken  to  clear  up  the  existing 
operative  Orders. 
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During  the  year,  in  addition  to  a number  of  properties 
in  need  of  repair  and  where  the  necessary  action  was  obtained 
informally,  the  following  additional  action  was  taken  : 


Preliminary  Notices 
Statutory  Notices 
Demolition  Orders 
Undertakings  accepted 


18 

2 

3 

1 


HOUSING  IMPROVEMENTS. 

The  Public  Health  Department  is  responsible  for  all 
work  under  Section  20  of  the  Housing  Act,  1949,  as  revised 
by  the  Housing  Repairs  and  Rents  Act,  1954,  in  connection 
with  Improvement  Grants. 

Although  the  figures  for  the  year  do  not  show  much 
increase  in  the  number  of  dwellings  improved,  at  the  latter 
part  of  the  year  there  appeared  to  be  a definite  move  on  the 
part  of  private  owners  to  take  more  advantage  of  the  Act. 

The  following  are  details  of  the  position  as  it  stood  at 


the  end  of  the  year: 

Outsanding  applications,  1/1/54...  ...  7 

Applications  received  ...  ...  ...  37 

Applications  approved  ...  ...  ...  28 

Dwellings  concerned  ...  ...  ...  30 

Applications  refused  ...  ...  ...  1 

Applications  withdrawn  ...  ...  4 

Applications  pending,  31/12/54  ...  ...  11 


MOVEABLE  DWELLINGS. 

It  is  disappointing  again  to  report  that  the  position  in 
relation  to  the  haphazard  stationing  of  caravans  and  other 
types  of  moveable  dwellings  continue  mainly  in  the  parish 
of  Costessey  without  any  real  solution  being  found. 

12  applications  were  received  during  the  year,  mainly 
in  connection  with  the  siting  of  single  moveable  dwellings 
and  11  licences  were  issued.  This  latter  type  of  dwelling 
normally  does  not  give  rise  to  complaint. 

I still  feel  that  the  only  solution  to  deal  with  the  problem 
in  this  part  of  the  area  is  the  acquisition  of  a suitable  site 
outside  the  main  built-up  area. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASE,  DISINFECTIONS  AND 

DISINFESTATIONS. 

Full  details  of  infectious  disease  cases  are  given  in  the 
report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  it  remains  only 
for  me  to  state  that,  in  addition  to  the  investigations  necessary 

25 


in  following  up  cases,  14  premises  were  disinfected.  It  is 
interesting  to  note  that  in  connection  with  cases  of  dystentery 
and  food  poisoning,  197  faeces  specimens  were  collected  and 
submitted  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  for  bacteriological 
examination. 

The  need  for  disinfestation  of  premises  against  insect 
pests  is  now  almost  negligible,  and  during  the  year  only  4 
cases  were  dealt  with,  all  the  result  of  requests. 

PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  ACT,  1949. 

This  service  continued  under  similar  lines  to  the  previous 
year.  The  full-time  Vermin  Destroyer  continues  systemati- 
cally to  survey  the  district,  and,  in  addition  to  carrying  out 
treatment  where  found  necessary,  also  deals  with  all  indivi- 
dual complaints. 

The  following  is  a summary  of  details  as  required  by 


the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries: 

Number  of  inspections  during  the  year: 

(a)  By  Notification  ...  ...  ...  126 

(b)  Otherwise  ...  ...  ...  ...  8503 

Number  of  properties  found  to  be  infested : 

(a)  Major  infestation  ...  ...  ...  84 

(b)  Minor  infestation  ...  ...  ...  1384 

(c)  Number  of  infested  properties  treated  ...  1468 

Number  of  “Block”  control  schemes  carried  out  20 


MILK  AND  DAIRIES  REGULATIONS. 

The  following  licences  were  granted  by  the  District 
Council : 

Milk  (Special  Designation)  (Raw  Milk)  Regulations, 

1949 

Dealer’s  Licence  authorising  the  use  of  the  special 

designation  “ Tuberculin  Tested  ” ...  ...  7 

Milk  (Special  Designation)  (Pasteurised  and  Sterilised 

Milk)  Regulations,  1949 

Dealer’s  Licence  authorising  the  use  of  the  special 

designation  “ Pasteurised  ” ...  ...  8 

The  following  licences  were  granted  by  the  Norfolk 
County  Council:  — 

Pasteurisation  Premises  ...  ...  ...  2 

No  new  dairy  premises  were  registered  during  the  year 
and  the  premises  already  in  use  continued  to  work  satis- 
factorily. 

The  responsibility  for  the  improvement  of  premises  in 
connection  with  the  production  of  designated  milk  is,  of 
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course,  the  responsibility  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and 
Fisheries,  and  the  only  stage  at  which  the  District  Council 
come  in  is  in  connection  with  drainage  disposal. 

The  number  of  premises  dealt  with  by  the  Ministry 
during  the  year  is  not  known,  but  it  is  interesting  to  note 
that  only  a few  cases  were  notified  to  the  Public  Health 
Department  for  advice  regarding  drainage  disposal. 

MEAT  AND  FOOD  INSPECTION. 

It  had  been  realised  for  some  time  that  sooner  or  later 
the  decontrol  of  the  slaughter  of  animals  and  distribution 
of  meat  must  come,  but  it  was  not  expected  that  the  change 
over  would  be  so  sudden  or  take  the  form  which  it  did  on 
1st  July,  1954. 

Whilst  a great  weight  was>  lifted  from  the  shoulders, 
of  the  Ministry  of  Food,  it  was  grossly  unfair  to  shift  the 
responsibility  to  the  Local  Authorities,  with  insufficient  time 
at  their  disposal  to  make  proper  arrangements  for  the  future. 

It  had  been  hoped  that  when  decontrol  took  place  a 
properly  prepared  scheme  to  cover  the  whole  country  under 
a uniform  standard  would  be  ready.  But  as  this  was  not 
the  case  it  is  easy  to  understand  why,  at  the  present  time, 
the  position  in  relation  to  the  number  of  private  slaughter- 
houses and  their  suitability  for  slaughtering,  together  with 
arrangements  for  meat  inspection,  varies  a great  deal  all  over 
the  country. 

I am  pleased  to  include  in  this  report  that  the  Council, 
in  the  absence  of  a workable  centralised  scheme,  adopted 
a policy  of  “ moderate  concentration  ” for  the  district  in 
connection  with  the  number  of  slaughterhouses  to  be  re- 
licensed. 

Five  licences  were  granted  for  slaughterhouses  sited  so 
as  to  provide  adequate  facilities  to  cover  the  needs  of  the 
district. 

The  Norwich  Co-operative  Society’s  Slaughterhouse  at 
Swardeston  which,  up  to  the  time  of  decontrol  had  been 
under  the  control  of  the  Ministry  of  Food,  was  transferred 
by  agreement  to  the  Norwich  Corporation.  A number  of 
improvements  to  the  premises  were  necessary  but  the  extent 
of  the  work  carried  out  was  governed  by  the  length  of  time 
it  was  anticipated  the  premises  would  remain  in  use. 

The  duties  of  meat  inspection  at  the  time  of  decontrol 
became  extremely  difficult.  Whereas  up  to  the  time  of  de- 
control two  Inspectors  were  able  to  carry  out  100  per  cent, 
inspection  at  the  one  slaughterhouse  (Swardeston),  the  super- 
vision and  inspection  of  carcases  at  five  slaughterhouses 
spread  over  the  district  immediately  created  a serious  prob- 
lem and,  in  order  to  continue  100  per  cent,  inspection  of 
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all  carcases,  it  was  found  necessary  for  each  member  of 
the  Inspectorial  staff  to  take  part  and  to  work  many  hours 
outside  the  normal  working  day. 

The  following  gives  details  of  the  animals  slaughtered 
and  meat  condemned  : — 


Number  of  animals  killed  : 


Sows  and 

Bulls  Cows 

Bullocks  Heifers  Calves  Sheep 

Pigs 

Boars 

January  to  June,  1954 — 

7 104 

378  133  195  1251 

5362 

397 

July  to  December,  1954 — 

8 291 

314  131  79  551 

3997 

115 

A total  of  13.313  animals. 

Condemned 

Meat : 

Weight 

Beef  : 

Tons  Cwts.  Qrs. 

Lbs. 

3 Cows 

(1  Tuberculosis) 

4 

0 

5 

(1  Septic  Pericarditis)  ... 

5 

2 

14 

(1  Septic  Metritis) 

5 

1 
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3 Steers 

(3  Tuberculosis)  ...  1 

0 

2 

8 

Pork  : 

25  Pigs 

( 1 Malignant  Neoplasm) 

2 

14 

(3  Oedematous) 

1 

2 

5 

(5  Fevered)  ... 

3 

1 

14 

(1  Septicaemia) 

1 

24 

(4  Moribund) 

3 

0 

8 

(2  Gangrenous  Pneumonia) 

2 

1 

14 

(3  Septic  Peritonitis)  ... 

3 

0 

0 

(1  Erysipelas 

2 

9 

(1  Septic  Pleurisy) 

2 

18 

(1  Icteric) 

2 

19 

(2  Multiple  Abscesses)  . 

3 

0 

14 

(1  Ruptured  Intestine)  .. 

2 

10 

4 Sows 

(1  Pyogenic) 

2 

1 

5 

(1  Septic  Pleurisy) 

3 

1 

15 

(1  Tuberculosis) 

2 

3 

18 

(1  Abscesses) 

2 

3 

18 

2 Boars 

(2  Moribund) 

3 

3 

9 

Veal  : 

6 Calves  (2  Septic  Pleurisy) 

1 

2 

7 

(1  Oedematous) 

1 

3 

26 

(1  Immature) 

25 

(2  Moribund) 

1 

0 

22 

Parts  of 

Carcases  condemned  for 

various 

diseases  ...  ...  8 

10 

0 

12 

Total  Weight  Condemned  12  6 0 23 
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Percentage  of  animals  condemned  for  Tuberculosis:  — 

Sows  and 

Bulls  Cows  Bullocks  Heifers  Calves  Sheep  Pigs  Boars 

Nil  0.2532  0.4335  Nil  Nil  Nil  Nil  .1953 

Percentage  of  animals  condemned  for  all  diseases:  — 

Sows  and 

Bulls  Cows  Bullocks  Heifers  Calves  Sheep  Pigs  Boars 

Nil  0.7596  0.4335  Nil  2.190  Nil  0.2677  1.172 

Up  to  the  time  of  decontrol  all  condemned  meat  was 
disposed  of  under  the  Ministry  Scheme.  Immediately 
slaughtering  took  place  in  private  slaughterhouses  it  was 
necessary  to  make  other  arrangement  and,  in  co-operation 
with  the  Norwich  Corporation,  a scheme  was  agreed  whereby 
diseased  meat  is  dealt  with  at  the  Corporation  plant  at 
Harford. 


Knacker’s  Yard. 

A licence  in  connection  with  the  premises  at  Shotesham 
was  renewed  during  the  year  and  there  was  no  cause  for 
serious  complaint. 

An  outline  application  was  received  early  in  the  year 
for  the  erection  of  premises  as  a Knacker’s  Yard  and  the 
establishment  of  plant  for  by-product  trades  in  connection 
with  bone  crushing,  fat  rendering  and  the  production  of  cat 
and  dog  food.  This  application  did  not  actually  reach  the 
Public  Health  Committee  as  it  was  refused  under  the  Town 
and  Country  Planning  Acts. 


BUILDING  BYE-LAWS  AND  TOWN  PLANNING 

The  following  new  buildings  were  approved : — 


NEW  BUILDINGS. 

Houses  ] 

By  Local  Authority  ...  ...  28 

3ungalows 

54 

Total 

82 

By  Private  Enterprise 

...  18 

257 

275 

Conversions  and  Adaptations 

...  2 

2 

4 

The  following  dwellings 
By  Local  Authority 

were  completed 
6 

44 

50 

By  Private  Enterprise 

...  57 

115 

172 

Conversions  and  Adaptations 

2 

2 

4 
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GENERAL. 


To  sum  up,  1954  can  be  remembered  for  the 
following : — 

(1)  The  coming  into  operation  of  the  Housing  Repairs  and 
Rents  Act,  1954,  which,  amongst  other  things,  required 
Local  Authorities  to  submit  to  the  Minister  by  August. 
1955,  details  of  future  slum  clearance  proposals. 

(2)  The  decontrol  of  slaughtering  and  distribution  of  meat, 
which  transferred  the  responsibility  back  to  Local 
Authorities,  and  the  re-opening  of  private  slaughter- 
houses. 

(3)  The  commencement  of  a Housing  Survey  in  the  District 
in  order  to  provide  information  for  the  requirements  of 
the  Housing  Repairs  and  Rents  Act,  1954. 

(4)  The  final  dosing  down  of  Building  Licensing. 

The  result  of  the  above  changes  meant  the  placing  of 
additional  duties  on  to  the  Public  Health  Department,  the 
loss  of  Building  Licensing  being  out-weighed  many  times 
by  the  additional  work  under  the  other  three  headings. 

To  make  possible  the  Housing  Survey,  an  additional 
Officer  was  appointed  in  June,  on  a temporary  basis,  but 
this  was  more  than  balanced  in  July  by  the  coming  into 
operation  of  the  decontrol  of  slaughtering  causing  additional 
work  in  meat  inspection.  The  withdrawal  of  Building 
Licensing  Regulations  increased  considerably  the  private 
building. 

Towards  the  end  of  the  year,  the  Council  was  consider- 
ing re-orgianisation1  in  connection  with  these  matters  and 
other  duties  concerning  water  and  sewerage. 

I would  like  to  conclude  by  expressing  my  thanks  to 
you,  Mr.  Chairman,  the  members  of  the  Council,  and  in  par- 
ticular to  the  Chairman  and  members  of  the  Public  Health 
Committee  and  my  staff,  for  all  help  and  support  given  to 
me  during  the  year. 


I have  the  honour  to  be. 

Your  obedient  Servant. 

G.  A.  J.  BROWNE,  F.S.I.A.,  M.R.San.I. 

Senior  Sanitary  Inspector  and 
Building  Surveyor. 

Ber  House, 

Norwich. 
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